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Introduction

Expungement can remove a criminal charge from your 
record, which can have profound effects on your life like the 
ability to get certain jobs or receive a loan for a home. But 
even if you are eligible for expungement, it isn’t necessarily 
guaranteed that you can clean your record. This is where 
FindLaw and its directory of attorney can help.

Expungement Basics 

Expungement is a court-ordered process in which the 
legal record of an arrest or a criminal conviction is sealed 
or erased in the eyes of the law. Generally, after the 
expungement process is complete, an arrest or a criminal 
conviction does not need to be disclosed by the person who 
was arrested or convicted. For example, when filling out an 
application for a job or apartment, an applicant does not 
need to disclose an expunged arrest or conviction.

Additionally, when an employer or other company does a 
background check, your expunged criminal record should 
not appear. Still, you should know that an expunged record 
is not necessarily completely erased. Law enforcement 
officials and courts may still see your expunged records and 
use them against you.

Expungement Eligibility 

Expungement of criminal records is not available in 	
every jurisdiction. Different states and counties have 
different rules. For example, some jurisdictions do not 
allow expungement in any circumstance. In other 	
jurisdictions, expungement may be available for arrests, 	
but not convictions. 

Even in jurisdictions that allow expungement, a person’s 
criminal record must meet certain standards in order to 
qualify for the expungement process. Generally, whether 	
or not you qualify for expungement depends upon a 	
number of factors that can include:

•	 amount of time that has passed since the arrest 	
or conviction

•	 severity and nature of the event for which 	
expungement is sought 

•	 	applicant’s criminal record 

To learn more about whether expungement is available for 
your situation, you will want to talk to a criminal attorney in 
your area. 

Expungement is a legal process through 

which an arrest or conviction may be 

erased from a criminal record. In this 

guide, we provide information on how you 

can use the expungement process to clear 

your criminal record.
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Procedure to Expunge 

Even if a person is eligible to have a charge expunged from his 
or her record, it doesn’t’ happen automatically and it is never 
guaranteed. There are still rules and procedures that must 
be followed before a charge is removed. Failure to meet the 
requirements of the expungement process can result in the 
charge remaining on an individual’s record, so it’s important to 
follow the rules carefully. 

Generally, a person seeking to have an arrest or criminal 
conviction expunged must fill out an application or petition, 
and submit the paperwork to the proper criminal court for 
a judge’s review. In most jurisdictions, a fee must be paid in 
conjunction with the filing.

The expungement process can be complicated. For example, 
some jurisdictions require an applicant to deliver (or 
serve) papers on district attorneys, while others require 
the applicant to prepare the legal document (or “Order of 
Expungement”) which will be signed by the judge. In some 
cases, a court hearing is required, after which a judge will 
decide whether to grant the expungement, or not. To learn 
about state-specific rules for expungement, click here.

‘

For More Information

Regarding expungement of criminal records, please visit our 
website at http://www.findlaw.com or http://criminal.findlaw.
com/expungement/	

Send Us Your Feedback
We’re listening! Send us your feedback here.

	
Disclaimer: The information you obtain in this publication is  

not, nor is it intended to be, legal advice. You should consult  

an attorney for advice regarding your individual situation.  

Disclaimer | Terms | Privacy 

Page 2 of 2

STOP

Should I Talk to an Attorney?

Expungement of an arrest or conviction can be a 
valuable tool for anyone who wants to clear up their 
criminal record. But determining eligibility for 
expungement and completing the required steps in 
the process can be complicated and may require the 
assistance of an attorney.

If you are interested in learning more about 
expungement of an arrest or criminal conviction, 
you should contact an attorney to discuss 
expungement eligibility and procedural guidelines 
in your area. An experienced attorney will be able 
to explain what (if any) expungement options are 
available in your state or county for your particular 
circumstances, and will guide you through each step 
in the expungement application process. 

You can find an experienced criminal defense 
attorney in your area by visiting FindLaw’s directory 
of attorneys.
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#1 Free Legal Website
FindLaw.com is the leading and largest online resource for legal information. For basic legal issues 
to more complex ones, you’ll find thousands of helpful articles, a legal community to get answers to 
your specific questions, an attorney directory, blogs, news, DIY forms, and much more.

FINDLAW.COM EMPOWERS 
PEOPLE WITH TRUSTED,  
TIMELY AND INTELLIGENT  
LEGAL INFORMATION

BLOGS – FindLaw Blogs present timely news that has 
real-life implications, deliver important information 
and discuss law-related entertainment. 

FINDLAW ANSWERS – A vibrant, interactive online 
community where everyday people can ask legal 
questions and get real-time answers from legal  
professionals and others with similar experiences.

NEWS & NEWSLETTERS – Updated throughout the 
day and night and covering a wide range of legal 
topics, FindLaw.com’s News page presents current 
legal news, keeping people informed and educated.

FIND A LAWYER – An easy-to-search database 
of more than one million lawyers and law firms. It 
provides detailed information, enabling people to 
contact a qualified lawyer when they are ready.

DO-IT-YOURSELF FORMS & CONTRACTS – FindLaw.
com provides accurate legal documents for common 
legal matters. Choose from a library of easy-to-use, 
low-cost, accurate legal forms for everyday legal issues.

FINDLAW VIDEO – On FindLaw.com, you’ll find an 
online directory of more than 1,500 short videos 
dedicated exclusively to legal topics and attorney and  
law firm profiles.   

Connect With Us
FindLaw.com has an entire social media team dedicated to providing our users with as many 
options as possible to join, participate in, and learn from the FindLaw community. Some of 
the  social key channels are the following:
 

•	 FindLaw for Consumers on Facebook 
Making the law easy to access with interactive legal updates aimed at starting  
conversations, informing followers of their legal rights and providing a forum  
for questions and resources 
 

•	 @FindLawConsumer on Twitter 

Tweeting interesting, entertaining and informative legal news everyday 
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