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Preparing Your Tax Return

This article (including the links below) explains how to get ready to fill in your tax return and when to report your income

and expenses. It also explains how to complete certain sections of the for m. In most cases, based on what you filed last

year, the IRS will mail you For m 1040, For m 1040A, or For m 1040EZ with related instructions. Before you fill in the for m,

look at the for m instr uctions to see if you need, or would benefit from filing, a different for m this year. Also see if you need

any additional for ms or schedules.

Six Steps for Preparing Your Return

1. Get your records together for income and expenses.

2. Get the for ms, schedules, and publications you need.

3. Fill in your return.

4. Check your return to make sure it is correct.

5. Sign and date your return.

6. Attach all required for ms and schedules.

Click on the links below (from the IRS) for in-depth infor mation on preparing and filing your return

• Tax Tips for 2008

• When Do I Report My Income and Expenses?

• Enter ing Your Social Security Number

• Contr ibutions to the Presidential Election Campaign Fund

• Computations and Entering Numbers on Your Return

• Attachments to Your Return (Schedules and For ms)

• Signing Your Return

• Paid Preparers

• Getting a Refund

• If You Owe

http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/content/0,,id=104608,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/publications/p17/ch01.html#publink100031944
http://www.irs.gov/publications/p17/ch01.html#publink100031960
http://www.irs.gov/publications/p17/ch01.html#publink100031972
http://www.irs.gov/publications/p17/ch01.html#publink100031973
http://www.irs.gov/publications/p17/ch01.html#publink100031979
http://www.irs.gov/publications/p17/ch01.html#publink100031987
http://www.irs.gov/publications/p17/ch01.html#publink100031995
http://www.irs.gov/publications/p17/ch01.html#publink100031996
http://www.irs.gov/publications/p17/ch01.html#publink100032008
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